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Sermon Notes for January 22, 2006

Communion

“Great News For The Struggling Christian”

I John 1:8-2:2

A scorpion, being a very poor swimmer, asked a turtle to carry him on its back across the river. "Are you mad?" exclaimed the turtle. "You’ll sting me while I am swimming and I’ll drown." "My dear turtle," laughed the scorpion, "If I were to sting you, you would drown and I’d go down with you. Now where is the logic in that?" "You’re right," cried the turtle. "Hop on." The scorpion climbed aboard and halfway across the river gave the turtle a mighty sting. As they both sank to the bottom, the turtle, resigned, said, "Do you mind if I ask you something? You said there is no logic in your stinging me. Why did you do it?" "It has nothing to do with logic," the drowning scorpion replied. "It’s just my nature."

A recent survey of Discipleship Journal readers ranked areas of greatest spiritual challenge to them: 1. Materialism  2. Pride  3. Self-centeredness  4. Laziness  5. (Tie) Anger/Bitterness  6. (Tie) Sexual Lust  7.  Envy  8. Gluttony  9. Lying.   Survey respondents noted temptations were more potent when they had neglected their time with God (81 percent) and when they were physically tired (57 percent).

Introduction

A. Are You SURPRISED When You Sin?

1. As a Christian, do you find yourself “surprised” when you sin?

a. after all, you are “supposed” to be a Christian, so why do you still sin?

b. II Corinthians 5:17 – “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”
c. “I should be more like Jesus, NOT more like myself!”

2. At times we do well, but at other times, we fail miserably.

a. “How am I supposed to view myself when I am so inconsistent?”

b. “Maybe I’m not a Christian at all – after all, Christians don’t act the way that I do, do they?”
B. You Should NOT BE SURPRISED When You Sin.

1. One of our biggest problems as Christians is that we think that once we become a Christian, we will not sin anymore.

a. you look at II Corinthians 5:17 and you know that you ARE a new creation!

b. what you first need to do is to think back and think about what you “used” to be like before you were saved.  You ARE a new creation, aren’t you?  But you aren’t perfect . . . yet.

2. I like to ask Christians if they feel badly when they are tempted – most say yes.

a. you must realize that temptation is not sin; after all Jesus was tempted – should He have felt badly about being tempted?

b. and . . . if you feel badly “when” you are tempted, IN ADDITION to the time that you are actually in a sin, . . . YOU WILL NEVER FEEL GOOD!

C. The Apostle John HELPS US WITH OUR SURPRISE.

1. First, notice how John addresses his audience, “My dear children.”

a. John speaks to his audience with the most tender words, addressing them in a term used to describe little children

b. BECAUSE, AS A VETERAN CHRISTIAN, HE KNOWS AND CAN IDENTIFY WITH  THEIR STRUGGLE WITH SIN!

1.  how many of us, as parents, have watched our children 
     compete, whether it be in sports, or school, ONLY to see them 
     fail

2.  and we address them in the same way – “Oh Johnny or Susie, I 
     know that you tried your best.  It’s o.k.”

2. Second, John will give ABSOLUTE TRUTH to encourage his little children as they struggle with sin.

a. this is a text that you can stand upon in your struggle with sin

b. let us look at these great truths
I.  Our PROBLEM With Sin.  

A. Our Struggle With PERFECTION.

           1.   
Most of us are surprised when we sin, BECAUSE WE CAN’T BELIEVE THAT 
 
 
WE ARE STILL SINNERS!
    a.  my first year in seminary – “Have you ever done anything not out of 
 
   a selfish motive?”


          b.  LET ME ASSURE YOU, DESPITE THE FACT THAT YOU ARE A 
 
 
   CHRISTIAN, YOU ARE STILL A SINNER!  LOOK at I John 1:8-
 

   10.
 

   Vs. 8 - “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the 
 

    truth is not in us.”    

    Vs. 9 – “If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a 
 
    liar and his word has no place in our lives.”

2.   Perfectionism has confused believers for generations.

a.  John Wesley
1.  the Godly founder of Methodism  

2.  John Wesley, believed in perfectionism.  

3.  “By salvation, I mean not merely deliverance from hell, but a 
 
     present deliverance from sins, a restoration of the soul to its 
 
     primitive health, a recovery to the Divine nature.”

b.  H.P. Sr.
3. Satan LOVES to teach perfectionism.

a. there is nothing that Satan would love more than for you to think that you should be perfect

b. BECAUSE . . . you will CONTINUALLY be discouraged

1.  you “will” enjoy some good times

2.  but . . . not for long

4. LOOK at what the Apostle Paul considered spiritual maturity in Philippians 3:12-16 – “Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.  Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.  All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you.  Only let us live up to what we have already attained.”
B. Our Struggle With SIN.

      1.  Notice what John says in 2:1a – “I write this to you so that you will not sin.”

       a.
  John is encouraging his audience NOT to sin

       b.
  why would John be encouraging them NOT to sin if they were 
 

  perfect?

                  2.  But . . . look at verse 1b - "But, if anybody does sin,

        a. 
  DID YOU NOTICE THAT . . . 

a. HOW CAN IT BE ANY CLEARER!

                  3.  So, let us establish ONE CLEAR FACT.

        a.   despite the fact that we are born again, saved, Spirit-filled Christians . . . 

        b.   WE ARE STILL SINNERS WHO WILL SIN UNTIL WE GET TO 
  
  HEAVEN!

b. and we will see in the next few verses THAT WE STILL NEED HELP IN THAT STRUGGLE
II.  Our PROVISION With Sin.

      A.  He Is Our ADVOCATE.


       1.  The provision of our defender.  

Vs. 1 – “My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if 
 
anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense--Jesus 
 
Christ, the Righteous One.”

a. the advocate defined (paraclete)

1.  John used the Greek word paraclete





a.  advocate; defender

b.  to be summoned to one’s side






c.  a helper, aide






d.  a very common word in the Middle Eastern culture of 
 




     Syria, Egypt and Ethiopia, meaning – “one who lends 
 




     his presence to his friends”





2.  the culture’s usage of the Greek word paraclete






a.  legally






1.  in a legal sense, a paraclete was somewhat like a 
 





     lawyer







2.  except that the one purpose of the legal paraclete 
 





     was to beg for help for the defendant before a 
 





     judge






b.  militarily






1.  the Romans paired each soldier with another – 
 





     his paraclete

2. they were there to defend one another






c.  spiritually






1.  John, in his gospel, used the Greek term 
 





     paraclete to describe the ministry of the Holy 
 





     Spirit







2.  the Holy Spirit IS ALWAYS WITH US 
 





     WHENEVER WE HAVE A NEED

b. the advocate applied
1.   THE MINUTE THAT WE FALL INTO A SIN, OUR 
 
      DEFENDER, OUR ADVOCATE COMES RUSHING TO 
 
      THE THRONE OF GOD ON OUR BEHALF TO DEFEND 
 
      US





2.   we are not left alone to beg for ourselves – we have an 
 



     attorney, a lawyer, an advocate



2.  The perfection of our defender.  

     Vs. 1 – “My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if 
 
     anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense--Jesus 
 
     Christ, the Righteous One.”

a. AND WHO IS OUR DEFENDER?

b. notice how the Apostle describes our defender, our paraclete . . . “Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.”





1.  Jesus – His name means salvation





2.  Christ – He is God’s anointed one, the Messiah





3.  the Righteous One





a.  THERE IS NONE OTHER WHO IS RIGHTEOUS






b.  WHO ELSE WILL THE FATHER LISTEN TO THAN 
 




     HIS SON!

c. DO YOU REALIZE WHO YOUR ATTORNEY IS?
B. He Is Our ATONEMENT.

Vs. 2 – “He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.”

          1.  Atonement defined. (hilasmos)

     a.  the nature of our atonement



1.  it is the Greek word hilasmos


2.  the meaning is:




a.  to cover, set aside, appease




b.  the theological word is propitiation – to appease the 
 


     wrath of God against the sinner

     b.  the need of our atonement 



1.  our first parents, Adam and Eve, because of their fall in the 
 



     garden of Eden, were cast out of the garden into a world of sin




2.  we “inherited” that same spiritual state




3.  but we cannot blame it all on our first parents, because we 
 



     ourselves have sinned as well




4.  now, here is God’s “problem,” 





a.  Genesis 2:16-17 –  And the LORD God commanded the 
 




     man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden;  
 




     but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge 
 




     of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely 
 




     die."





b.  God’s character DEMANDS that He must keep His 
 




     word – if God says that He must punish sin, then He 
 




     must punish sin





c.  “It was a very important baseball game.  Both teams 
 




     were in the playoffs for the pennant.  The bases were 
 




     loaded and the batter had a 3-2 count.  The pitcher 
 




     wound up and threw the ball at lightning speed across 
 




     the plate and into the catcher’s glove.  The crowd 
 




     gasped.  The umpire paused.  The angry batter turned 
 




     around and asked, “Well, what is it?”  The umpire said, 
 



     
     “It ain’t nothin’ until I call it!”
2.  Atonement applied.



a.  the teaching of our atonement




1.  the “options” regarding our atonement is that: 





a.  one - we have sinned against a holy God and thus we 
 




     need to “pay for” our sins by our atonement





b.  two - or . . . another can “pay for” our sins by their 
 




     atonement




2.  it is interesting to see where we get the English word 
 



     atonement




a.  when the English Priest William Tyndale translated the 
 




     English version of the Bible in 1562 he translated the 
 




     Greek word hilasmos as the English word atonement






1.  at – one – ment






2.  at-onement





b.  Tyndale wanted to show THE RESULT of the death of 
 




     Christ for us; to be one with God because of the death of 
 




     Christ




3.  I actually like what Greek scholar J. Gresham Machen said of 
 



     the word atonement:





a.  Machen – “There is another word which would, in 
 




     itself, have been much better, and it is really a great 
 




     pity that it has not come into more general use in this 
 




     connection, that is the word satisfaction.  If we only had 
 




     acquired the habit of saying that Christ made full 
 




     satisfaction to God for man that would have conveyed 
 




     more adequately the account of Christ’s priestly work as 
 




     our Redeemer than the word atonement can convey.”

b.  he said that the word atonement should instead be 
 
     translated satisfaction






1.  complete, total,  fulfilled satisfaction






2.  nothing needed to be added at all




4.  thus the atonement of Christ on our behalf means that:





a.  we are fully, totally, eternally forgiven





b.  we CANNOT do any more to make Him accept us or 
 




     love us more
b.  the timelessness of our atonement




1.  He was our atonement





a.  we all know what the Scriptures say about the death of 
 




     Jesus - that He died 2000 years ago for our sins





b.  that He took His finished work to the Father on our 
 




     behalf



2.  He is our atonement.





a.  BUT DON’T MISS THIS  - HE IS STILL OUR 
 




     ATONEMENT!  Vs. 2 - “He is the atonement for our 
 




     sins.”





b.  the verb tense in verse 2 is a present indicative





1.  not only “WAS” He our atonement on the cross 
 





     2000 years ago






2.  He IS currently our atonement, as we speak . . .






3.  the indicative states this all as a FACT!






4.  He is defending and pleading and standing in for 
 





     us RIGHT NOW AS WE SPEAK!





c.  imagine this scene: the courthouse in heaven:






1.  Satan comes to bring a charge against God’s 
 





     children that they are sinners






2.  look at what our lawyer says:






3. After Satan has finished his arguments, God 
 





     says, “Is there anyone here in their defense”, 
 





     and up steps our advocate. Our advocate says, 
 





     “Your honor, everything that he has spoken is 
 





     true. They are nothing more than sinners, and he 
 





     is right, the penalty for such a crime is death. I 
 





     am not here to argue that they did not commit 
 





     the crime. I am here to offer up evidence that 
 





     the penalty has been already carried out. If I 
 





     may, I would like to present four exhibits to 
 





     prove my case. Please note exhibit (A) my nail-
 





     scarred hands, exhibit (B) my spear-scarred 
 





     side, (C) my nail-scarred feet, and if that is 
 





     not enough, I offer exhibit (D) my very own 
 





     blood. You see your honor the penalty for their 
 





     crime has already been carried out because I 
 





     offered my self in their place.

Conclusion:

1.  As long as we live on this sinful earth in these sinful bodies, we will sin.

a.  listen, once again, to John’s words to us: “My dear children, I write this to you 
 
     so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to 
 
     the Father in our defense--Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.”



b.  John is saying that God knows that we will sin – He is not surprised.



     Pastor Timothy Peck - “Several years ago I was ready to give up in my 
 

     spiritual journey. I’d sinned against God, and I was filled with shame and 
 

     condemnation. It was my first year of seminary, and as I sat at home blankly 
 

     staring at my apartment walls, I began to seriously consider other jobs than 
 

     being a Pastor. Surely I was unfit to ever minister, surely God’s grace was all 
 

     used up on me, and even though I was sure that He’d still forgive me, I was 
 

     also sure that my calling to pastor was gone. As I stared at my wall, it occurred 
 

     to me that my failures hadn’t taken God by surprise, but that God knew 
 

     all along I’d fail, that He’d made provision for it in the cross, that God 
 

     even knew that I’d fail when He called me to ministry, and yet He called 
 

     me anyway.  Sure I had to deal with my sin, I had to confess it, to get 
 

     accountability in my life, to find reconciliation and restoration, but God 
 

     wasn’t through with me yet. I’m sure glad He wasn’t through with me, I’m 
 

     sure glad I have an advocate who gave His life as an atoning sacrifice for my 
 

     sins.”


2.  THAT IS WHY WE NEED AN ADVOCATE; THAT IS WHY WE STILL NEED 
     
     JESUS TO REPRESENT US IN HEAVEN



a.  why would we need Jesus to beg our case before our righteous heavenly Father 
 

     if we weren’t still sinners



b.  we are still sinners, but He still is our advocate


3.  Video Antwone Fisher 

1.  How do you generally feel when you, as a Christian, fall into sin?  Are you “surprised?”

2.  Do you ever doubt that you are even a Christian by falling into a sin?

3.  What does this text say about the “reality” of a Christian falling into a sin? (Look at Verse 1)

4.  Verse 1 says that Jesus is our advocate, our defender, our lawyer, before the throne of God.  
     What is Jesus saying to the Father on our behalf as He comes before the throne on our behalf?

5.  What “right” does Jesus have to be our defender?

6.   If Christ truly atoned for our sins, what should our attitude be as we struggle with our sin?

7.  When Verse 2 says that Christ is our atoning sacrifice, how will that fact “put to rest” that we 
     are truly, eternally forgiven as Christians even though we sin in this life?

